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1. Comparison of MPCA MS4 General Stormwater Permit and BCWMC Requirements 
 

 

  

2013 MS4 General Permit (all cities were required to meet) 

 Trigger treatment at 1 acre of land disturbance for new 
development and redevelopment projects.  

 For new development – no net increase in stormwater 
discharge volume (average annual) from pre-project conditions, 
unless limited/excepted. 

 For redevelopment projects – a net reduction in stormwater 
discharge volume (average annual) from pre-project conditions, 
unless limited/excepted. 

 Similar requirements for phosphorus load and sediment load. 
 Limitations/exceptions: 
o Prohibits/restricts infiltration under some circumstances. 
o Exceptions where insufficient ROW for treatment; permit 

requires reasonable effort to obtain additional ROW. 

2020 MS4 General Permit (all cities are required to meet) 

 Trigger treatment at 1 acre of new/fully reconstructed 
impervious.  

 Capture and retain the larger of 1 inch off the net increase in 
impervious – or 0.5 inches off the new/fully reconstructed 
impervious. 

 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not 
feasible or not allowed.  
o Permit requires a reasonable attempt to obtain additional 

ROW, easement, or other permission to treat stormwater  
o Volume reduction practices are not required if the 

practices cannot be provided cost effectively. 
o Owners of construction activity must maximize the 

treatment of the water quality volume. 

2015 BCMWC Linear Standards 

 Trigger treatment at 1 acre of new/fully reconstructed 
impervious.  

 Capture and retain the larger of 1.1 inches off the net 
increase in impervious – or 0.55 inches off the new/fully 
reconstructed impervious. 

 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not 
feasible or not allowed.  
o Prohibits infiltration under some circumstances (similar 

to 2013 MS4 permit) 

2017 BCMWC Linear Standards 

 Trigger treatment at 1 acre of net new impervious.  
 Capture and retain 1.1 inches off the net new impervious 

area.  
 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not 

feasible or not allowed.  
o Prohibits infiltration under some circumstances (similar 

to 2013 MS4 permit) 
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2. Linear Project Standards for Other Watershed Organizations 

2023 Capitol Region WD and Ramsey-Washington Metro WD Linear Standards 

 Trigger treatment at 1 acre of disturbance.  
 Capture and retain 1.1 inches off the new/fully reconstructed impervious area.  
 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not feasible or not allowed.  
 Allow for a ‘cost cap’ associated with linear projects. Here are some details from the Capitol Region WD rules: 

Costs specific to satisfying the onsite volume reduction and water quality requirements on linear projects need not exceed a cost cap 
which will be set by the Board. The cap shall apply to costs directly associated with the design, testing, land acquisition, and construction 
of the volume reduction and water quality stormwater BMPs only. These unit costs for construction shall be used to determine the cost of 
the volume reduction and water quality BMPs and must be reviewed and approved by the District. The District may contribute an amount 
above the cap in order to meet the volume reduction and water quality requirements or it may allow the applicant to partially comply with 
the requirements when the cap is met. Volume constructed greater than the required volume to meet the linear cost cap may be deposited 
into the District’s volume reduction bank. 

2023 Nine Mile Creek WD   

 Trigger treatment at 1 acre of new/fully reconstructed impervious. 
 Capture and retain the larger of 1 inch off the net increase in impervious – or 0.5 inch off the the new/fully reconstructed impervious. 
 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not feasible or not allowed.  

2021 Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek WD 

 Trigger treatment at 10,000 sq feet (0.23 acres) of new or 25,000 square feet (0.57 acres) of fully reconstructed impervious area.  
 For projects creating between 10,000 square feet and 1 acre of new and/or fully reconstructed impervious surface: provide for the 

abstraction onsite of 1.1 inches off the net increase in impervious surface area;  
 For projects creating more than 1 acre of new and/or fully reconstructed impervious surface: provide for the abstraction onsite of the larger 

of 1.1 inches off the net increase in impervious – or 0.55 inches off the the new/fully reconstructed impervious. 
 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not feasible or not allowed.  
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2024 Minnehaha Creek WD   

 Trigger treatment at as little as 10,000 square feet of new impervious.  
 Amount of treatment required varies dependin on size of project (see below).  
 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not feasible or not allowed.  
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2023 Shingle Creek WMO  

 Trigger treatment at 1 acre of new/fully reconstructed impervious. 
 Capture and retain the larger of 1 inch off the net increase in impervious – or 0.5 inch off the new/fully reconstructed impervious. 
 Follow flexible treatment options if volume reduction is not feasible or not allowed.  
 Shingle Creek WMO reviews projects that create >1 acre of new impervious; otherwise, cities provide review for compliance. 

 

 


