
Metro Blooms
Environmental Healing in 

Rela tionship with Community



Metro Blooms also coordinates the Blue 
Thumb program, a  partnership between 
contractors, landscapers, nurseries and local 
governments focused in planting for clean 
water.

W e are a  501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that partners with communities to create 

resilient landscapes and foster clean 
watersheds, embracing the values of equity  

and inclusion to solve environmental 
challenges.

Blue ThumbMetro Blooms



What does “in relationship” mean?



Relationships Over Time

• Long-term supportive rela tionships
• Relationships evolve
• Amplify  existing knowledge and 

traditional practices 
• Funding into the hands of our 

community



Boulevards and Northside Pollinator Project
• Loss of 38,000  ash trees
• Reforesta tion of lawns and common 

spaces
• Healing through plants and 

environmental synergies
• Trees as water keepers and water 

protectors
• W ater access points
• Story  of Irving to James



W e’ve revised our 
community  rela tions 
approach from mass 
outreach at events to one on 
one outreach, creating 
neighborhood pods centered 
around community  and 
faith based sites, led by  
community  leaders.



Renters



Key Takeaways
• Invest in long term, supportive relationships w ith your community
• Be adaptable in all w ays (financially , w ith your definition of success, 

etc etc etc)
• Equitable compensation is a  critical w ay to close disparity , How ever

it’s not the only one. Being in relationship allow s you to learn w hat 
your community needs



erika@metroblooms.org
laura@metroblooms.org 

www.metroblooms.org
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