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Overview of 

Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission
(BCWMC)

The BCWMC is a collaborative local unit of government, made up of nine 
member cities, that works to reduce flooding and protect and improve lakes, 

streams, wetlands, and ponds within its borders. 

Member Cities and Partners
The BCWMC Board of Commissioners is comprised of a representative 
and an alternate representative from each of its nine member cities. 
The BCWMC works closely with city staff, state and local agencies, and 
many other organizations.

Cities
Crystal
Golden Valley
Medicine Lake
Minneapolis
Minnetonka
New Hope
Plymouth
Robbinsdale
St. Louis Park

Agencies & Partners 
Hennepin County
Metropolitan Council
MN Board of Water and Soil Resources
MN Department of Natural Resources
MN Pollution Control Agency 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Three Rivers Park District
West Metro Water Alliance
Westwood Hills Nature Center
Metro Blooms
Local Lake Groups and Organizations

preparing 
studies and 

plans

  

performing 
water 

monitoring 
and 

modeling

providing 
education

implementing 
water quality 
improvement projects 

ensuring development projects 
adhere to standards and 
requirements  

implementing flood 
abatement projects
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50 Years of Service and Impact

The Bassett Creek Flood Control Project was the most 
significant accomplishment of the BCWMC and was also 
the reason for the organization’s inception (read more 
about the project on pages 6-9). But, the BCWMC didn’t 
stop there. Since 2004, the BCWMC has studied, designed, 
and constructed 33 water quality and flood control 
projects through a robust Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) with funds levied by Hennepin County on behalf 
of the Commission. To learn more about our projects, 
please see the map on pages 8-9 of this booklet or visit 
bassettcreekwmo.org/projects.

Capital Improvement Program Impact 
from 2004 – 2019

Number 
of 

Projects

33

total levy

$15.6 
million

Project Breakdown

13  Ponds (new or improved)
8   Stream bank  

Restoration
3   In-Lake 
2   Flood Reduction 
2   Water Reuse
1   Underground Storage
4   Other/On Hold

Levy Over the Last
15 Years

BCWMC capital 
projects are 
funded through a 
tax on watershed 
properties levied by 
Hennepin County 
through State 
Statute 103B.251.

pounds of 
phosphorus 

removed 
Annually

1,900

Amount of pollution 
reduced each year

BCWMC capital 
projects have 
resulted in a 
significant reduction 
in phosphorus 
entering our waters— 
leading to improved 
water clarity, less 
algae growth, and 
increased oxygen for 
aquatic organisms.

tons of 
suspended 

solids 
removed
Annually

644

Amount of pollution 
reduced each yeaR

As with phosphorus, 
BCWMC capital 
projects have 
resulted in a 
significant reduction 
in sediment entering 
our waters—leading 
to improved water 
clarity and aquatic 
habitats.

Stretching local dollars, 
the BCWMC routinely 
receives funding through 
competitive grant 
programs from State 
agencies, the Metropolitan 
Council, and Hennepin 
County. Funding from 
cities also augments many 
BCWMC CIP projects.

Grants

Grant 
Dollars 

Leveraged

$2.4
million

Miles of 
streams 
restored

5.7

•	Main Stem Bassett Creek
•	North Branch Bassett 

Creek
•	Sweeney Branch Bassett 

Creek
•	Plymouth Creek

These projects reduce 
erosion, phosphorus, 
and sediments. They 
also improve in-stream 
and riparian habitats.

Projects in All 4 
Major Creeks

Waters 
Delisted

1

Removed from 
“Impaired Waters” List

In 2014, Wirth Lake 
was removed from 
the impaired waters 
list for phosphorus 
after construction of 
BCWMC projects in the 
watershed and at the 
lake outlet.

bassettcreekwmo.org/projects


Commission History:      					   

			                            Timeline

1852
1913-1923

1992
1986

1978	
	

1997

Bassett Creek Covered with concrete creating 1.5 mile tunnel 
that carried wastewater and stormwater to the Mississippi River

European Settlement
Creek named after mill owner, Joel Bassett. Flooding already an issue.

Phase 1 of Bassett Creek  Tunnel completed

Federal Flood Control 
Project Funding 
Appropriated 10 years after 
project was approved

new tunnel completed
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Certificate of Commendation awarded 
to Bassett Creek Water Management Partnership

Capital Improvement Program
began to improve water quality and control flooding 2004

2019
6

”Bassett Creek Flood Control 
commission” Formed
9 cities developed a joint powers 

agreement to cooperate in resolving 
their flooding problems. The first 

watershed management plan was 
approved in 1972. 1968-1969
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Joel Bean Bassett (1817-1912)
picture courtesy of Bassett Family Association

Celebrating 50 years of success 
and preparing for another 50!



E u r op  e a n  S e t t l e m e n t- 1 9 5 0 s 	 	
Flooding problems coincided with European settlement and since there was no sanitary sewer, 
the lower end of the creek near Minneapolis was contaminated with waste. In an attempt to 
mitigate this health problem, between 1913 and 1923 the creek was covered with concrete 
creating 1.5-mile tunnel that brought the waste water and stormwater from Bassett Creek 
(from approximately Dupont Ave. N.) under Minneapolis to the Mississippi River. 

In the 1950s, nine cities started meeting to discuss the problems relating to Bassett Creek. 
Minneapolis flooded often and knew that as the suburban communities to the west developed, 
their problems would get worse. The 1.5-mile tunnel was old and in desperate need of repairs.

Fo  r ma  t i o n  o f  B C W M C 
In the 1960s, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers developed the Flood Control Plan for Bassett 
Creek including dikes, dams and levees. In hopes of developing a more aesthetically pleasing 
and robust project, in 1968, the nine cities entered a joint powers agreement to cooperate in a 
joint effort of planning to resolve their mutual flooding problems. This joint-powers organization 
was named the “Bassett Creek Flood Control Commission.” Their  first watershed management 
plan was approved in 1972 and recognized the need for major construction projects.  

N e w  t u n n e l  co  n s t r u c t i o n
In 1976, the U.S. Congress approved a Water Resources Development Act that included the 
Bassett Creek Flood Control Project. However, no money was appropriated until 1986 when 13 
projects were authorized nationwide, including the Bassett Creek Flood Control Project.

Even without federal funding, construction of the first phase of a new tunnel was 
completed in 1978 by the Minnesota Department of Transportation. This “Second Street 
Tunnel” section is one mile long, with a 12-foot arch, and was constructed in a sandstone 
layer up to 80 feet below the street. It was designed to drain Interstates 394 and 94 and 
parts of the City of Minneapolis and the Bassett Creek watershed.

In 1987, another piece of the project was constructed near Theodore Wirth Park and 
Highway 55.  Days later, the July 23, 1987 super storm hit the Twin Cities and dumped 
10 inches of rain in 6 hours—the heaviest rainfall ever officially recorded in the Twin 
Cities. It is estimated that this new flood control structure paid for itself more than five 
times over with the first storm!

The final pieces of the new tunnel were completed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
in 1992. The “Third Avenue Tunnel” section is 0.3 miles long with a 13-foot arch and 
includes a 35-foot drop structure, creating an underground waterfall. The “Double Box 
Culvert” runs from the tunnel entrance (between Van White Memorial Blvd. and Colfax 
Ave.) underground 1.1 miles to the Third Avenue Tunnel and includes two culverts 
measuring 11 by 11 feet each.  

Altogether, the new Bassett Creek tunnel runs 2.4 miles under the heart of Minneapolis, 
including under Target Field and the Warehouse District.  It empties into the Mississippi 
River near the Stone Arch Bridge. The tunnel was the centerpiece of a larger $80 million 
(2019 dollars) Flood Control Project that controls flooding and removes pollutants.

A wa  r d - w i n n i n g  pa r t n e r s h i p
In April of 1997, a Certificate of Commendation was awarded by the Governor to the 
Bassett Creek Water Management Partnership. Partners included the Bassett Creek 
Watershed Management Commission, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources, the Minnesota Department of Transportation, 
Hennepin County, and the nine member cities in the watershed. 

Commission History:

   	 Bassett Creek
	      		F lood Control 

2:25       Bassett Creek Tunnel Entrance – Stop #3 
 
 
  

From the entrance where we stand today, the 
Bassett Creek tunnel (conduit) carries the stream 
2.4 miles underground, entering the Mississippi 
River below St. Anthony Falls. The design and 
construction of the tunnel was a cooperative 
project of the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT), the City of Minneapolis 
and the BCWMC.  The tunnel was constructed in 
three segments (see diagram): the Second Street 
tunnel section, the Third Avenue tunnel section, 
and finally, the double box culvert section. The 
BCWMC’s share of the total cost of constructing 
the three reaches of the tunnel in 2013 dollars was 
$75 million - most of which was provided by the 
Federal Water Resources Development Act.   

 

The Second Street tunnel, completed in 1978, is one mile 
in length with a 12-foot diameter equivalent arch.  This 
section was constructed by MnDOT in a sandstone layer 
up to 80 feet below Second Street.  It was designed to 
drain Interstates 394 and 94 along with parts of the City 
of Minneapolis and the Bassett Creek watershed.  

 

The double box culvert (each measuring 11x11 
feet) is 1.1 miles long and was completed in 
1992 by the Corps of Engineers.   

The Third Avenue Tunnel, completed in 
1990, is 0.3 miles long with a 13-foot 
diameter equivalent arch that was 
constructed by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, also in the sandstone. This 
reach includes a 35 foot drop structure. 

The “Second Street Tunnel” 
section is one mile long, 
with a 12-foot arch, and was 
constructed in a sandstone 
layer up to 80 feet below 
the street. 
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&Capital Improvement Program (CIP)

		                Stream Restoration Projects
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bassettcreekwmo.org

http://bassettcreekwmo.org/


hosting trainings for 
winter maintenance 
crews

supporting legislation to 
reduce salt use. 

implementing a AIS 
prevention plan

working to educate 
residents and lake 
users

requiring developments 
and redevelopments to 
manage runoff

constructing capital 
projects to capture and 
treat runoff

Salt/Chlorides
Chlorides from winter deicers 
are on the rise in our lakes and 
creeks. There is no practical 
way to remove chloride once 
it’s in the water—and it only 
takes one teaspoon of salt to 
pollute five gallons of water! 

Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS)

AIS continue to spread and 
degrade our lakes. Stopping 
the spread of organisms, like 
zebra mussels and starry 
stonewort, takes effort from 
every lake user. 

Stormwater 
Runoff

Since modern streets are 
connected to our waters by 
storm drains,  snowmelt and 
stormwater runoff transport 
pollutants like salt, leaves, 
grass clippings, and fertilizers 
right into our waterbodies. 

T h e  G o o d  N e w s  a n d  t h e  c h a l l e ng  e s  A h e a d
The BCWMC and its partners have made significant progress in the last 50 years to reduce flooding and improve water 
quality. In fact, creek monitoring shows pollutants have decreased significantly! Unfortunately, new challenges have 
emerged and we need active citizen participation to help solve them.  Practice the tips below or become a volunteer to 
collect data on lakes, streams or wetlands; become an aquatic invasive species detector; or even take classes to be a 
Master WaterSteward. Find out more at bassettcreekwmo.org

Space salt granules
3 Inches Apart

Sweep up Excess salt

Clean, Drain & Dry 
every boat, every time

use only certified 
dock installers

Keep up with issues at 
dnr.state.mn.us

keep streets & 
sidewalks clean

Visit adopt-a-drain.org 
to officially adopt 
“your” stormdrain

what The BCWMC is doing . . .

what we All  need to do.. .

bassettcreekwmo.org
adopt-a-drain.org

